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Child Abuse 
 
Campbell KA, Wood JN, Lindberg DM, Berger RP.  
A standardized definition of near-fatal child maltreatment: 
Results of a multidisciplinary Delphi process. 
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Feb;112:104893. PMID: 33373847 

Using a consensus process for 23 US experts, 
“Experts defined near-fatal child maltreatment as 
life-threatening cardiopulmonary dysfunction 
directly attributable to suspected abuse or neglect 
as evidenced by (a) respiratory insufficiency/failure 
requiring intubation and mechanical ventilation, (b) 
respiratory insufficiency/failure requiring 
medications to reverse effects of toxic ingestion, or 
(c) cardiac arrhythmia with/without 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)… A consensus 
definition of near-fatal child maltreatment should 
be introduced in child protective services processes 
and in child fatality/near-fatality reviews to improve 
our ability to identify, review, and respond to trends 
in near-fatal child maltreatment at local, regional, 
and national levels.” 

 
Shum M, Asnes AG, Leventhal JM, et. al.  
The impact of a child abuse guideline on differences 
between pediatric and community emergency departments 
in the evaluation of injuries.  
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Dec;122:105374. PMID: 34737120 

“A child abuse guideline decreased differences 
between pediatric and community Eds [CEDs] in the 
evaluation of high-risk injuries; however, for infants 
with more than one type of high-risk injury, there 
were no significant differences before or after 
guideline implementation. Targeted interventions in 
CEDs to standardize the evaluation of high-risk 
injuries and increase awareness of medically minor 
injuries that may be associated with abuse can 
improve the evaluation of infants.” 

 
Mandadi AR, Dully K, Brailsford J, et. al.  
A national survey of pediatric emergency medicine 
physicians on improving education in child maltreatment 
recognition and reporting child abuse & neglect.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Dec;122:105324. PMID: 34547715 

In a survey of physicians from the Pediatric 
Emergency Medicine (PEM) Collaborative Research 
Committee with a 23% return, PEM-trained 
physicians had high confidence and knowledge with 
the management of child maltreatment, especially 
from states with training in child maltreatment 
recognition and reporting requirement as a 
condition of licensure and re-licensure.  Participants 
…offered insights into improving child maltreatment 
training, recognition and reporting.” 

 
Loos MHJ, Bakx R, Duijst WLJM, et. al.  
High prevalence of non-accidental trauma among deceased 
children presenting at Level I trauma centers in the 
Netherlands. 
Forensic Sci Med Pathol. 2021 Dec;17(4):621-633. PMID: 
34773580 

Of all children who were seen at and died in Level 1 
Pediatric trauma centers in the Netherlands over a 
5-year period, 1 in 5 died from maltreatment – 9.7% 
from inflicted trauma and 10.3% from neglect. 44% 
of these children were under age 5 vs. 6% in the 
accidental trauma group.  78% of the deaths due to 
neglect were from drowning. 

 
Palmer L, Prindle J, Putnam-Hornstein E.  
A population-based case control study of suicide among 
youth reported for abuse and neglect.  
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Jul;117:105060. PMID: 33845240 

Of adolescents who died by suicide in California 
between 2010 and 2017 and who had a history of at 
least one report to CPS prior to death, “Recent CPS 
involvement, allegations of physical abuse, and 
allegations of sexual abuse emerged as significant 
risk factors for death by suicide. No differences in 
suicide risk were observed between youth with 
unsubstantiated or substantiated allegations.” 

 
Greiner MV, Beal SJ, Nause K, Ehrhardt J.  
Developmental Service Referrals and Utilization Among 
Young Children in Protective Custody.  
J Pediatr. 2021 Jul;234:260-264.e1. PMID: 33727112 

In this study of children under age 3 seen at a foster 
care clinic, 75% failed developmental screening, and 
77% were not receiving developmental services, 
whether in foster or kinship care.  Of those 
potentially eligible, 60% were not referred for 
developmental services. 
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Sethuraman U, Kannikeswaran N, Singer A, et. al.  
Trauma Visits to a Pediatric Emergency Department During 
the COVID-19 Quarantine and "Stay at Home" Period.  
Am Surg. 2021 Nov 16:31348211047497. PMID: 34784788 

Comparing visits to one pediatric trauma center 
during a pandemic stay-at-home period (SHO) to a 
similar period in 2019, “Although there was a 35.6% 
reduction in trauma-related emergency department 
visits during SHO (1226 vs 1904), the proportion of 
injury visits increased (15.5% vs 8.1%) and mean age 
was lower (5.8 yrs vs 8.4 yrs). There were significant 
increases in visits related to child physical abuse, 
firearms, and dog bites. Further, significant 
increases in trauma alerts, injury severity, critical 
care admissions, and deaths occurred during the 
SHO period.” 

 
Jensen AR, Evans LL, Meert KL, et. al.  
Functional status impairment at six-month follow-up is 
independently associated with child physical abuse 
mechanism.  
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Dec;122:105333. PMID: 34583299 

Of seriously injured children less than 15 years of 
age treated at 7 pediatric trauma centers, 10.5% 
were children with abusive injuries.  Children 
injured by abuse (vs. accident) were 4.09 times 
more likely to have functional impairment at six 
months. 

 
Tucker CJ, Finkelhor D, Turner H.  
Exposure to parent assault on a sibling as a childhood 
adversity.  
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Dec;122:105310. PMID: 34509926 

From 3 combined national surveys on children’s 
exposure to violence, with 7,029 participants, 
“Lifetime EPAS [exposure to parent assault on a 
sibling] was 3.7%. Sibling assault was more common 
by fathers (70%) than by mothers (30%). Exposure 
was greatest for boys and adolescents, highest for 
those whose parents had some college education, 
and for those living with other non-parental adults, 
single parents, and stepfamilies. Rates did not differ 
by ethnicity. Most exposed youth felt afraid 
(83%)…Controlling for child maltreatment and 
exposure to interparental violence, those exposed 
to EPAS showed higher current levels of mental 
distress (anger, depression, and anxiety).” 

 
 

Adult Manifestations  
of Child Abuse 
 
 

Teicher MH, Gordon JB, Nemeroff CB.  
Recognizing the importance of childhood maltreatment as a 
critical factor in psychiatric diagnoses, treatment, research, 
prevention, and education.  
Mol Psychiatry. 2021 Nov 4:1–8. PMID: 34737457 

“Childhood maltreatment is the most important 
preventable risk factor for psychiatric disorders. 
Maltreated individuals typically develop psychiatric 
disorders at an earlier age, have a more pernicious 
course, more comorbidities, greater symptom 
severity, and respond less favorably to treatments 
than non-maltreated individuals with the same 
primary DSM-5 diagnosis. Furthermore, maltreated 
individuals have alterations in stress-susceptible 
brain regions, hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal 
response [stress hormones], and inflammatory 
marker levels not discernible in their non-
maltreated counterparts. Hence, maltreated and 
non-maltreated individuals with the same primary 
DSM-5 diagnoses appear to be clinically and 
neurobiologically distinct. The failure to embody this 
distinction in DSM-5 has interfered with our ability 
to discover novel treatments, to recommend 
currently available treatments most likely to be 
efficacious, and has been a largely unrecognized 
confound that has thwarted our ability to identify 
the biological basis for major psychiatric disorders.” 

 
Verbist IL, Allsopp K, Huey D, Varese F.  
Frequency and impact of childhood sexual and physical 
abuse on people using IAPT services.  
Br J Clin Psychol. 2021 Nov;60(4):504-512. PMID: 34080717 

From a dataset of 1315 clients receiving 
psychological therapies, 14% (likely underestimated) 
were identified with a record of childhood sexual 
and/or physical abuse.  A history of childhood abuse 
was associated with longer duration and earlier age 
of onset of conditions, greater number of 
presenting problems, PTSD, higher intensity 
treatment delivery, and lower recovery rates. 

 
Hashemi L, Fanslow J, Gulliver P, McIntosh T.  
Exploring the health burden of cumulative and specific 
adverse childhood experiences in New Zealand: Results 
from a population-based study.  
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Oct 28;122:105372. PMID: 34717153 

From a large study of New Zealand adults, and after 
controlling for socio-demographic factors, 
“respondents with higher ACE scores…had the 
strongest association with poor mental health 
followed by disability and chronic physical health 
conditions…Exposure to ACEs was detrimental to 
health even in the presence of PCEs [positive 
childhood experiences].” 
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Racine N, McDonald S, Chaput K, Tough S, Madigan S.  
Pathways from Maternal Adverse Childhood Experiences to 
Substance Use in Pregnancy: Findings from the All Our 
Families Cohort.  
J Womens Health (Larchmt). 2021 Dec;30(12):1795-1803. 
PMID: 33524303 

For 1994 Canadian pregnant women, there were 
significant direct and indirect associations between 
maternal ACEs and maternal substance use in 
pregnancy…Exposure to adversity in childhood can 
lead to socioeconomic and mental health difficulties 
that increase risk for substance use in pregnancy. 
Addressing these difficulties before pregnancy may 
help to reduce the potential for substance use in 
pregnancy.” 
 
 

Adolescents 
 
Gnanamanickam ES, Nguyen H, Armfield JM, et. al.  
Child maltreatment and emergency department visits: a 
longitudinal birth cohort study from infancy to early 
adulthood.  
Child Abuse Negl. 2022 Jan;123:105397. PMID: 34823123 

For 443,754 Australian individuals followed since 
birth to early adulthood, those with any child 
maltreatment concerns had significantly higher 
rates for ED visits, especially for self-harm, 
substance use and mental health, during 
adolescence and early adulthood. 

 
Holfeld B, Mishna F.  
The Development of Post-traumatic Stress Symptoms 
among Adolescents Who Experience Cyber and Traditional 
Victimization over Time. 
J Youth Adolesc. 2021 Dec;50(12):2339-2350. PMID: 
33515371 

From annual surveys of 510 Canadian students in 
grade 7 followed over 3 years, “Over time, greater 
post-traumatic stress symptoms were associated 
with more experiences of cyber and traditional 
victimization.” 

 
Bonar EE, Ngo QM, Philyaw-Kotov ML, et. al.  
Stealthing Perpetration and Victimization: Prevalence and 
Correlates Among Emerging Adults.  
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Nov;36(21-22):NP11577-NP11592. 
PMID: 31771392 

“’Stealthing’ is a form of sexual violence wherein a 
sexual partner purposefully removes a condom 
during penetration without the receptive partner's 
knowledge.” For 2550 diverse 18–23-year-olds 
recruited from social media, 5% of males and 18.9% 
of females reported stealth victimization, and 6.1% 

of males reported stealth perpetration… 
Interventions to reduce sexually transmitted 
infections, unintended pregnancy, and sexual 
assault should include content on stealthing.” 

 
 

Domestic Violence –  
Effects on Children 
 
Riggs JL, Janisse H, Huth-Bocks A.  
Parenting Mediates Associations Between Intimate Partner 
Violence at Different Life Stages and Toddler Social-
Emotional Problems.  
Child Maltreat. 2021 Nov;26(4):398-408. PMID: 33783267 

For 120 diverse women with toddlers, both 
maternal childhood exposure to IPV and adult 
experience of IPV predicted observed and self-
reported parenting problems, which in turn 
predicted greater toddler social-emotional 
problems.  “Exposure to IPV at different time points 
may influence parenting in different ways.” 

 
Okunola TO, Awoleke JO, Olofinbiyi BA, et. al.  
Adverse birth outcomes among women exposed to intimate 
partner violence in pregnancy in Ikere-Ekiti, South-west 
Nigeria: A prospective cohort study.  
Eur J Obstet Gynecol Reprod Biol. 2021 Dec;267:186-191. 
PMID: 34826665 

Of 363 pregnant Nigerian women, 15.4% 
experienced IPV during pregnancy.  After controlling 
for multiple factors, those with IPV during 
pregnancy were 4.72 times more likely to 
experience adverse birth outcomes, 2.96 preterm 
delivery, 9.52 stillbirth, and 1.93 NICU admission. 
 

Beltrán-Arzate K, Hodson K, Tes HK, et. al.  
Contextual risk and psychosocial profiles of opioid-using 
mothers: A mixed-methods study.  
Womens Health (Lond). 2021 Jan-
Dec;17:17455065211060624. PMID: 34818934 

Of 50 opioid-using biological mothers of infants 
diagnosed with neonatal opioid withdrawal 
syndrome, psychosocial risk factors included: (1) 
barriers to communication and mistrust of health 
professionals, (2) limitations of access to health care 
and the amplification of disadvantages related to 
COVID-19, (3) lifelong consequences of adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs), and (4) intimate 
partner violence and its influence on drug 
use…Efforts to reduce opioid usage in mothers need 
to consider psychosocial and contextual risks. 
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Domestic Violence – 
Physical Health 
 
Gosangi B, Lebovic J, Park H, et. al  
Imaging patterns of lower extremity injuries in victims of 
intimate partner violence (IPV).  
Emerg Radiol. 2021 Aug;28(4):751-759. PMID: 33629191 

Of 688 patients reporting IPV to one institution 
2013-2018, 88 had 154 lower extremity injuries 
consisting of 103 fractures, 46 soft tissue injuries, 
and 5 dislocations.  The foot was the most common 
site, followed by the ankle.  30% had recurrent 
lower extremity injuries. 
 

Logue TC, Danford NC, Bixby EC, et. al.  
Neck and Back Sprain and Hand Flexor Tendon Repair Are 
More Common in Victims of Domestic Violence Compared 
With Patients Who Were Not Victims of Domestic Violence: 
A Comparative Study of 1,204,596 Patients Using the 
National Trauma Data Bank.  
J Am Acad Orthop Surg Glob Res Rev. 2021 Sep 
2;5(9):e21.00124.PMID: 34491916 

From a large national database, and comparing 
patients receiving an orthopedic diagnosis with DV 
and without DV, those with DV were more likely to 
have a diagnosis of neck or back sprain and surgical 
repair of flexor tendon of the hand. 

 
Reckdenwald A, Powell KM, Martins TAW.  
Forensic documentation of non-fatal strangulation.  
J Forensic Sci. 2021 Dec 20. PMID: 34927735 

This study analyzed 63 non-fatal strangulation 
forensic examination records and body sketches for 
victims who were referred by police during a 
domestic violence incident. 52% of reports noted 
multiple strangulation attacks in the current 
incident, loss of consciousness in 13.1%, and a 
history of strangulation in the relationship in 60%. 

 
 

Domestic Violence –  
Mental Health 
 
Kafonek K, Gray AC, Parker KF.  
Understanding Escalation Through Intimate Partner 
Homicide Narratives.  
Violence Against Women. 2021 Dec 28:10778012211068057. 
PMID: 34962182 

“The current study aimed to explore the ways in 
which IPV can escalate to a lethal event by 

reviewing the known circumstances leading up to 
and surrounding IPH [intimate partner homicide] 
cases…The study draws on qualitative data from law 
enforcement reports and coroner/medical examiner 
reports within the National Violent Death Reporting 
System to identify themes preceding and 
surrounding IPH incidents. Findings support the 
utility of risk assessments in identifying escalation.” 

 
 
Johnson L, Cusano JL, Nikolova K, Steiner JJ, Postmus JL.  
Do You Believe Your Partner is Capable of Killing You? An 
Examination of Female IPV Survivors' Perceptions of 
Fatality Risk Indicators.  
J Interpers Violence. 2022 Jan;37(1-2):NP594-NP619. PMID: 
32389054 

Of 216 IPV survivors, “More than three fourths of 
participants believed that their abuser was capable 
of killing them…there was variation in how survivors 
prioritized risk indicators. Factors associated with 
fatality risk included: (a) prior homicide threats; (b) 
whether the abusers had control over survivors' 
daily activities; (c) abusers' access to a gun; and (d) 
abusers' drug use.” 

 
 

Elder/Dependent Adult 
Abuse 
 
Gantz OB, Rynecki ND, Oydanich M, et. al. 
Detection of Elder Abuse Among Orthopedic Patients.  
Orthopedics. 2021 Nov 8:1-7. PMID: 34734777 

From a national database 2001-2015 of over 20 
million admissions of patients over 60 years of age 
receiving a primary orthopedic procedure, 0.01% 
were classified as elder abuse.  “Patients with a 
classification of abuse more commonly were 
women (74.8% vs 60.6%), had hospital stays that 
were twice as long (10.2 vs 5.3 days), and had 
higher admission mortality rates (4.4% vs 1.2%). No 
primary orthopedic procedures were associated 
with a higher risk of elder abuse.” 
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Lachs M, Mosqueda L, Rosen T, Pillemer K.  
Bringing Advances in Elder Abuse Research Methodology 
and Theory to Evaluation of Interventions.  
J Appl Gerontol. 2021 Nov;40(11):1437-1446. PMID: 
33586494 

Authors propose a theoretical framework to guide 
elder abuse intervention research, and 
“demonstrate how this framework can inform 
practice, using elder abuse multidisciplinary teams 
and nursing home shelters as examples.” 

 
 

LGBTQ Concerns 
 
Salter M, Robinson K, Ullman J, et. al.  
Gay, Bisexual, and Queer Men's Attitudes and 
Understandings of Intimate Partner Violence and Sexual 
Assault.  
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):11630-11657. 
PMID: 31948330 

“From a 2018 survey of 895 GBQ [gay, bisexual, 
queer] men currently residing in Australia, three in 
five identified that they had experienced an 
unhealthy or abusive relationship in the past, with 
minimal disclosure to police or health services. Men 
with a history of partner abuse or violence were 
more likely to report binge drinking or drug use and 
more likely to know a friend who had abused his 
partner. 40% of the sample had witnessed an 
incident of relationship violence between GBQ men, 
and two-thirds intervened in the violence in some 
way. The findings of this study underscore the need 
to engage GBQ men in discussions about respectful 
relationships, address the role of alcohol and drugs 
in GBQ socialization and relationships, and provide 
bystander skills.” 
 
 

Race/Cultural Concerns 
 
Raz M, Dettlaff A, Edwards F.  
The Perils of Child "Protection" for Children of Color: 
Lessons From History.  
Pediatrics. 2021 Jul;148(1):e2021050237. PMID: 34112658 

“The history of the child welfare system 
demonstrates how a focus on surveillance and 
reporting shifted the mission of child welfare 
agencies from service provision to investigations. 
This has resulted in disproportionate harm to Black 
children and families through disproportionate rates 
of removal and its negative sequalae, culminating in 
the termination of parental rights…Recognizing the 
history of our current child welfare system and the 

consequences of coercive family interventions is a 
crucial first step in envisioning alternative responses 
that offer services and support, including material 
resources, to help ensure children and families can 
thrive. 

 
Johnson LM, Green HD Jr, Koch B, Harding R, et. al. 
Correlates of Medical Mistrust Among Minority Women at 
Risk for HIV and Their Networks.  
Health Educ Behav. 2021 Dec;48(6):860-872. PMID: 
33622086 

“Individual-level and network-level variables were 
significantly associated with medical mistrust. 
Health interventions may benefit from conceiving of 
medical mistrust as a complex, rational response to 
cumulative discriminatory life experiences and a 
reflection of the networks within which individuals 
are embedded.” 

 
Fiolet R, Tarzia L, Hameed M, Hegarty K.  
Indigenous Peoples' Help-Seeking Behaviors for Family 
Violence: A Scoping Review.  
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 Apr;22(2):370-380. PMID: 
31146652 

From a research review, “Overall, findings suggest 
that Indigenous peoples are reluctant to engage in 
help-seeking behaviors for FV. Data were inductively 
organized into three main themes reflecting this 
reluctance: tendency to avoid help seeking 
(acknowledging the barriers of shame, tight-knit 
communities, and inappropriate service responses 
causing mistrust and fear), turning to informal 
support networks, and seeking help when crisis 
point is reached…improving service providers 
response to FV…needs to be informed by both male 
and female Indigenous voices.” 

 
Parekh H, Egan V.  
Apostates as a Hidden Population of Abuse Victims.  
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):11681-11703. 
PMID: 31928309 

“The term ‘apostate’ describes the term used by the 
religious to describe individuals raised within 
religious families who once identified as religious, 
but who have ceased to believe in or follow their 
religious belief, and now identify as non-religious.”  
From an online survey of 238 UK persons, “Muslim 
apostates were significantly more likely to be 
victimized than Christian apostates. Disclosure of 
being abused for identifying as an apostate within a 
religious household to law enforcement was 
extremely uncommon, thereby preventing 
detection or prosecution of abusive acts committed 
by family members and limiting public awareness of 
this issue.” 
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Sexual Assault 
 
Basile KC, Smith SG, Chen J, Zwald M.  
Chronic Diseases, Health Conditions, and Other Impacts 
Associated With Rape Victimization of U.S. Women.  
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):NP12504-NP12520. 
PMID: 31971055 

From a national sample of women with any lifetime 
experience of rape, “About two in five rape victims 
(39.1%) reported injury (e.g., bruises, vaginal tears), 
and 12.3% reported a sexually transmitted disease 
as a result of the rape victimization. Approximately 
71.3% of rape victims (an estimated 16.4 million 
women) experienced some form of impact as a 
result of violence by a rape perpetrator…the 
adjusted odds of experiencing asthma, irritable 
bowel syndrome, frequent headaches, chronic pain, 
difficulty sleeping, activity limitations, poor physical 
or mental health, and use of special equipment 
(e.g., wheelchair) were significantly higher for 
lifetime rape victims compared with non-victims.” 

 
Jakubowski KP, Murray V, Stokes N, Thurston RC.  
Sexual violence and cardiovascular disease risk: A 
systematic review and meta-analysis.  
Maturitas. 2021 Nov;153:48-60. PMID: 34654528 

From a research review that encompassed 830,579 
adults, “Adults with a history of [lifetime] sexual 
violence demonstrate greater CVD [cardiovascular 
disease] risk relative to those without this history.” 

 
Oliphant J, Nicolson B, Coomarasamy C, Foley C, Laking A.  
A retrospective observational study of genital findings in 
adult women presenting to a New Zealand Adult Sexual 
Abuse Assessment and Treatment Service.  
J Forensic Leg Med. 2021 Dec 25;86:102301. PMID: 
34999298 

For 593 New Zealand women aged 17-45 receiving a 
forensic exam for alleged sexual assault within 72 
hours of the assault, 66.4% had a normal genital 
examination.  Skin disruption and/or bruising was 
noted in 21.1% and non-specific findings in 9.6%. 

 
Meier S, Brig K, Delay C, et. al.  
"I'm More Open to Talking About It": Women's Experiences 
With Sexual Abuse and Reproductive Health.  
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):NP13136-NP13161. 
PMID: 32052686 

Women discuss how a history of sexual abuse has 
impacted their reproductive health. “Findings from 
this study offer practical recommendations to guide 
communication about sexual abuse within 
reproductive health care experiences to empower 
women in their reproductive health choices.” 

Human Trafficking 
 
Franchino-Olsen H.  
Vulnerabilities Relevant for Commercial Sexual Exploitation 
of Children/Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking: A Systematic 
Review of Risk Factors.  
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 Jan;22(1):99-111. PMID: 
30712473 

From a research review of domestic minor sex 
trafficking, “Relevant risk factors and vulnerabilities  
include child abuse and maltreatment, caregiver 
strain, running away or being thrown away, 
substance use, peer influence, witnessing family 
violence or criminality, poverty or material need, 
difficulty in school, conflict with parents, poor 
mental health or view of self, involvement in child 
protective services, involvement in juvenile 
detention or delinquency, early substance use, and 
prior rape or adolescent sexual victimization.” 

 
 

Perpetrators 
 
Portnoy GA, Relyea MR, Presseau C, et. al.  
Longitudinal Analysis of Persistent Postconcussion 
Symptoms, TBI, and IPV Perpetration Among Veterans.  
J Head Trauma Rehabil. 2022 Jan-Feb 01;37(1):34-42. PMID: 
34985032 

Of 827 veterans at 5 VA medical centers, 48% 
reported IPV perpetration.  After controlling for 
other IPV predictors including binge drinking, 
marijuana use, pain intensity, and probable 
posttraumatic stress disorder, persistent post-
concussion symptoms remained a predictor of IPV 
perpetration. 

 
Ringenberg TR, Seigfried-Spellar KC, Rayz JM, Rogers MK.  
A scoping review of child grooming strategies: pre- and 
post-internet.  
Child Abuse Negl. 2022 Jan;123:105392. PMID: 34801848 

“Grooming strategies identified pre-Internet 
included: enticements, coercion, isolation, 
substance abuse, gradual sexualization, and secrecy. 
In comparison, the strategies identified post-
Internet were: enticements, risk assessment, trust, 
sexualization, fantasy, secrecy, isolation, meeting, 
media progression, deception, coercion, substance 
use as a tool, authority, and repetition.” 
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Police and Court Systems 
 
Hildebrand Karlén M, Green J, Larsson A, Gudjonsson GH.  
Time and Alcohol Do Not Change Everything: How 
Intoxicated Witnesses Perceive Aggression in Intimate 
Partner Violence.  
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):NP13028-NP13053. 
PMID: 32046568 

After a control group and moderate and high 
alcohol-receiving groups viewed a video of an IPV 
scenario, the high alcohol intoxication group (at or 
over 0.08 breath alcohol concentration level) 
perceived physical aggression as less severe and less 
unpleasant, and this altered perception held over 
time and repeated interviews.  “This is important for 
legal practitioners to be aware of when handling 
intoxicated witnesses to violence.” 

 
Lucas CL, Cederbaum JA, Kintzle S, Castro CA.  
An Examination of Stalking Experiences During Military 
Service Among Female and Male Veterans.  
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Nov;36(21-22):NP11894-NP11915. 
PMID: 31789112 

Of 1980 veterans, female veterans were significantly 
more likely to experience stalking than male 
veterans (58.5% vs. 34.6%). “Female veterans 
reported unwanted messages, emails, or phone calls 
(37.2%), and male veterans experienced someone 
showing up unannounced or uninvited (23.5%) most 
frequently.” Female and male veterans 18 to 39 
years old were significantly more likely to have 
experienced stalking than veterans over age 40. 
Both female and male veterans who experienced 
stalking were significantly more likely to have 
probable PTSD and depression. 

 
 

Providers 
 
Baker AJL, LeBlanc S, Adebayo T, Mathews B.  
Training for mandated reporters of child abuse and neglect: 
Content analysis of state-sponsored curricula.  
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Mar;113:104932. PMID: 33484982 

From a review of US state-sponsored online 
mandated reporter training, “Numerous gaps were 
identified in the curricula including: few trainings 
identified reasons why reports should be made, only 
about one fourth included a definition, indicators, 
and examples of each type of maltreatment, the 
average number of suggestions for responding to a 
disclosure made by a child was 3, and few curricula 
addressed barriers to reporting or the impact of 
reporting on the reporter.” 

Lloyd MC, Ratner J, La Charite J, et. al.  
Addressing Trauma and Building Resilience in Children and 
Families: Standardized Patient Cases for Pediatric 
Residents.  
MedEdPORTAL. 2021 Nov 8;17:11193. PMID: 34820511 

“With content experts, we developed three 
standardized patient cases based on common 
clinical encounters, as well as didactic and 
debriefing materials. Case 1 focused on somatic 
[physical] symptoms in an adolescent with ACEs, 
case 2 focused on an ACE disclosure by a parent, 
and case 3 focused on de-escalation.”  After the 
training, participants felt more comfortable with 
inquiring about and discussing ACEs, explaining the 
health impacts of trauma, identifying protective 
factors, resilience counseling, and de-escalation.  
Training materials 

 
Chanchlani N, Hodes D.  
Fifteen-minute consultation: Vulval soreness in the 
prepubertal girl.  
Arch Dis Child Educ Pract Ed. 2021 Dec;106(6):333-340. 
PMID: 33246924 

“The majority of children and young people who 
present with vulval soreness will have benign 
conditions that are self-limiting and do not require 
further investigation; a thorough history and 
examination is often all that is required…If child 
sexual abuse is suspected, refer immediately to the 
local safeguarding team.” 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32046568/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31789112/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33484982/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34820511/
https://www.mededportal.org/doi/10.15766/mep_2374-8265.11193
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33246924/
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Collins JA, Maney JA, Livingstone A.  
Fifteen-minute consultation: Apparent vaginal bleeding in 
the pre-pubertal girl.  
Arch Dis Child Educ Pract Ed. 2021 Jun;106(3):142-148. PMID: 
32859737 

“Confirmed vaginal bleeding in a pre-pubertal girl is 
rare but always abnormal and requires 
comprehensive assessment to determine the 
cause… This article offers a systematic approach to 
assessment in pre-pubertal girls with apparent 
vaginal bleeding which will benefit general 
paediatricians, emergency department practitioners 
and GPs…The possibility of child sexual abuse and 
the need for specialist paediatric sexual offences 
medicine examination…should always be 
considered.” 

 
Goddard A, Janicek E, Etcher L.  
Trauma-informed care for the pediatric nurse. 
J Pediatr Nurs. 2021 Nov 16;62:1-9. PMID: 34798581 

“Awareness of trauma, assessment of trauma in 
pediatrics, and health and resiliency promotion are 
critical in moving forward post-pandemic. The 
overview of trauma-informed care provides a guide 
for the pediatric nurse.” 

 

 
 
Mayfield CA, Siegal R, Herring M, et. al.  
A Replicable, Solution-Focused Approach to Cross-Sector 
Data Sharing for Evaluation of Community Violence 
Prevention Programming.  
J Public Health Manag Pract. 2022 Jan-Feb 01;28(Suppl 
1):S43-S53. PMID: 34797260 

This article describes how community stakeholders 
overcame common technology, legal, and 
governance barriers with a local integrated data 
system. “This approach can be replicated and scaled 
to support cross-sector collaborations.” 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32859737/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34798581/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34797260/
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Prevention 
 
Assini-Meytin LC, Kaufman KL, Mathews B, et. al.  
Preventing and responding to child sexual abuse: 
Organizational efforts.  
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Feb;112:104892. PMID: 33360861 

From an analysis of 74 youth-serving organizations 
(YSOs), measures aimed at preventing, detecting, 
and responding to child sexual abuse were 
categorized under eight overarching themes, 
including: overall commitment to child safety, code 
of conduct, training and education, assessment, 
implementation and monitoring, screening and 
hiring, reporting and responding to child sexual 
abuse, youth problem sexual behavior, and 
boundaries for teen leaders and young adult staff.  
This analysis “offers a starting point for discussion 
about core elements needed.” 

 
Liu X, Xiao R, Tang W.  
The Impact of School-Based Mindfulness Intervention on 
Bullying Behaviors Among Teenagers: Mediating Effect of 
Self-Control.  
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Nov 22:8862605211052047. PMID: 
34802328 

Compared to a control group, for 92 teenagers who 
received a mindfulness intervention, post-test 
scores of trait mindfulness and self-control in the 
experimental group significantly increased, while 
scores of bullying behavior significantly decreased.  
Half of the effect of trait mindfulness on bullying 
behavior was through increased self-control. 

 
Keding TJ, Heyn SA, Russell JD, et. al. 
Differential Patterns of Delayed Emotion Circuit Maturation 
in Abused Girls With and Without Internalizing 
Psychopathology.  
Am J Psychiatry. 2021 Nov;178(11):1026-1036. PMID: 
34407623 

“Brain age” was calculated from brain scans using 
gray matter volume in whole-brain, emotion, and 
language centers.  Of 234 girls aged 8-18 years, 
childhood abuse was related to reduced emotion 
circuits BrainAGE (delayed maturation), while 
childhood physical neglect was associated with 
increased whole-brain BrainAGE (advanced 
maturation).  Resilient girls showed emotion circuit 
maturity and increased BrainAGE. “The BrainAGE 
maturity index have the potential to allow 
researchers to test treatment strategies targeting 
specific circuits and help clinicians monitor the 
neurodevelopmental trajectories of their patients, 
with the aim of helping guide them back into 
healthy ranges.” 

Researchers 
 
Suglia SF, Appleton AA, Bleil ME, et. al.  
Timing, duration, and differential susceptibility to early life 
adversities and cardiovascular disease risk across the 
lifespan: Implications for future research.  
Prev Med. 2021 Dec;153:106736. PMID: 34293381 

Authors “focus specifically on the roles of: 1) 
susceptibility and resilience, 2) timing and 
developmental context; and 3) variation in risk 
exposure. We propose to expand current 
conceptual models to incorporate these factors to 
better guide research that examines early life abuse 
and cardiovascular disease risk across the lifespan.” 

 
Guo S, O'Connor M, Mensah F, et. al.  
Measuring Positive Childhood Experiences: Testing the 
Structural and Predictive Validity of the Health Outcomes 
From Positive Experiences (HOPE) Framework.  
Acad Pediatr. 2021 Nov 18:S1876-2859(21)00539-8. PMID: 
34801761 

Authors show that a 4 factor structure from the 
Health Outcomes from Positive Experiences (HOPE) 
framework - 1) positive parenting, 2) trusting and 
supportive relationships, 3) supportive 
neighborhood and home learning environments, 
and 4) social engagement and enjoyment had 
“sufficient internal coherence and predictive validity 
to offer a potentially useful way of conceptualizing 
and measuring PCEs in future cohort studies and 
intervention trials aiming to enhance the 
understanding of, and mitigate the negative impacts 
of, adverse childhood experiences.” 

 
 

Other of Interest 
 
Idoiaga Mondragon N, Eiguren Munitis A, et. al.  
The breaking of secrecy: Analysis of the hashtag 
#MeTooInceste regarding testimonies of sexual incest 
abuse in childhood.  
Child Abuse Negl. 2022 Jan;123:105412. PMID: 34823124 

In an analysis of over 20,000 tweets relating to the 
hashtag #MeTooIncest in French, “Victims found a 
space for disclosure in this movement, where they 
felt believed, protected, and supported. This 
movement also embraced the victims of celebrity 
abusers, denouncing them and calling for their 
exclusion from public life. Likewise, at the societal 
level, this movement pushed for changes in public 
policies to protect children and emphasized the 
importance of breaking the public silence or secrecy 
about incest abuse.” 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33360861/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34802328/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34407623/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34293381/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34801761/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34823124/
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Purtle J, Nelson KL, Srivastav A, Gollust SE.  
Perceived Persuasiveness of Evidence About Adverse Childhood Experiences: Results From a National Survey. 
Acad Pediatr. 2021 Apr;21(3):529-533. PMID: 32553780 

From an online survey of 503 US adults, evidence about ACEs as risk factors for mental health, substance use conditions, 
suicide and the macro-economic impact of ACEs may be most compelling to the US general public, while evidence about 
epigenetics and ACEs as risk factors for physical health conditions may be least compelling. Communications research is 
important to the next era of ACE-related research and accelerating the translation of ACE evidence into public policy. 

 
 
Ellis W, Dietz WH, Chen KD.  
Community Resilience: A Dynamic Model for Public Health 3.0.  
J Public Health Manag Pract. 2022 Jan-Feb 01;28(Suppl 1):S18-S26. PMID: 34797257 

“The CR [community resilience] model focuses on community and population health outcomes associated with the 
policies and practices of the housing, public education, law enforcement, and criminal justice sectors as CR measures. The 
model demonstrates how behaviors of these systems interact and produce outcome measures such as employment, 
homelessness, educational attainment, incarceration, and mental and physical health…The CR model is being used by 
local public health departments to develop equity measures and monitor change over time.” 
 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32553780/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34797257/
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