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Child Abuse
McCarroll JE, Fisher JE, Cozza SJ, Whalen RJ.
Child Maltreatment Fatality Review: Purposes, Processes,
Outcomes, and Challenges.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 Dec;22(5):1032-1041. PMID:
31928207
“Child deaths associated with family violence are
complex events with both unique and common
characteristics. Fatality review offers the
opportunity to identify actionable strategies to
reduce the risk of future child maltreatment deaths.
Reviews are accomplished by multidisciplinary and
multiagency collaboration through information
sharing, adherence to legal standards, and providing
recommendations that are feasible and
affordable…Without better coordinated and
focused efforts, results of fatality review will
continue to be based on small samples and limited
information.”
Lawson M, Tully J, Ditchfield M, et. al.
A review of current imaging techniques used for the
detection of occult bony fractures in young children
suspected of sustaining non-accidental injury.
J Med Imaging Radiat Oncol. 2022 Feb;66(1):68-78. PMID:
34176229
“This article reviews the current literature regarding
fracture detectability and radiation dose burden of
imaging modalities currently used for the
assessment of occult bony injury in young children
in whom non-accidental injury is suspected.”
Javaid AA, Johnson E, Hollén L, Kemp AM.
Influence of agents and mechanisms of injury on anatomical
burn locations in children <5 years old with a scald.
Arch Dis Child. 2021 Nov;106(11):1111-1117. PMID:
33727239
Of 1041 cases of accidental scalds, the most
common narrative leading to this injury was a cup or
mug of hot beverage being pulled down and
scalding the head or trunk (32.9%). Accidental scalds
in baths/showers were rare (1.4%). Accidental

immersion injuries were mainly distributed on
hands and feet (76.7%). Children with scalds caused
by hot water in baths/showers were more likely to
get referred for CPS assessment, as were those with
symmetrically distributed and unwitnessed scalds.
Henry MK, Bennett CE, Wood JN, Servaes S.
Evaluation of the abdomen in the setting of suspected child
abuse.
Pediatr Radiol. 2021 May;51(6):1044-1050. PMID: 33755750
“Abusive intra-abdominal injuries are less common
than other types of injuries, such as fractures and
bruises, identified in victims of child physical abuse,
but they can be deadly.” No single abdominal injury
is indicative for abuse, and they may be hidden,
necessitating screening tests. “Here we describe the
clinical, laboratory and imaging evaluation of the
abdomen in the setting of suspected child abuse.”
Seppälä P, Vornanen R, Toikko T.
Are Children With a Number of Disabilities and Long-Term
Illnesses at Increased Risk of Mental Violence, Disciplinary
Violence, and Serious Violence?
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):11409-11434.
PMID: 31928303
From national samples of Finnish children in grades
6 and 9, those with at least three disabilities or longterm illnesses had increased risk of violence from
their parents compared with children with no
disability. The risk of mental violence increased by
2.96 times, the risk of disciplinary violence by 4.30,
and the risk of serious violence by 3.53.”
Liming KW, Akin B, Brook J.
Adverse Childhood Experiences and Foster Care Placement
Stability.
Pediatrics. 2021 Dec 1;148(6):e2021052700. PMID:
34851423
For 2998 children in the Kansas foster care system
2015-2019, “Children in foster care with greater
cumulative ACE exposure were significantly more
likely to experience placement instability…A child's
race, biological sex, age at episode start, and
whether they had siblings in foster care all
significantly influenced placement instability.”
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Adult Manifestations
of Child Abuse

Byrne SP, McCarthy E, DeViva JC, Southwick SM, Pietrzak RH.
Prevalence, risk correlates, and health comorbidities of
insomnia in US military veterans: results from the 20192020 National Health and Resilience in Veterans Study.
J Clin Sleep Med. 2021 Jun 1;17(6):1267-1277. PMID:
33656983
Of 4069 veterans, 11.4% screened positive for
clinical insomnia, and 26.0% for subthreshold
insomnia. Adverse childhood experiences,
traumatic life events, lower education and income
were associated with greater risk for insomnia. A
“dose-response” association was seen with
increasing insomnia and mental health and medical
conditions. Suicidal ideation was 3-5 times higher in
veterans with clinical and subthreshold insomnia vs.
no insomnia (23.0% vs. 13.6% vs. 4.5%).
Duan P, Wang Y, Lin R, et. al.
Impact of early life exposures on COPD in adulthood: A
systematic review and meta-analysis.
Respirology. 2021 Dec;26(12):1131-1151. PMID: 34541740
“Early life represents a critical period for the
development and growth of the lungs. Adverse
exposures in this stage may drive the development
of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).”
From a research review, childhood respiratory
disease, maltreatment, maternal smoking, and low
birth weight each independently increased the risk
of COPD, the third leading cause of disease-related
death of adults in the US.
Yoon C, Emery RL, Mason SM, Neumark-Sztainer D.
Sexual and physical abuse and identity of the perpetrator:
Associations with binge eating and overeating in Project
EAT 2018.
Eat Behav. 2021 Dec;43:101577. PMID: 34717249
From this survey of 1407 adults aged 18-30, and
after controlling for sociodemographic variables,
both familial and intimate partner sexual abuse
and/or physical abuse were associated with binge
eating (overeating with loss of control), but not
overeating.
Testa A, Ganson KT, Jackson DB, et. al.
Adverse childhood experiences and maternal disability:
Findings from the North Dakota and South Dakota PRAMS,
2019.
Soc Sci Med. 2021 Dec 1;292:114616. PMID: 34864603
For 1775 pregnant women in North/South Dakota,
“Mothers with exposure to a greater number of

ACEs -- notably, 4 or more ACEs -- had elevated
rates of several disabilities including difficulty
communicating, difficulty remembering, difficulty
seeing, and difficulty walking.”
Testa A, Jackson DB, Boccio C, Ganson KT, Nagata JM.
Adverse childhood experiences and marijuana use during
pregnancy: Findings from the North Dakota and South
Dakota PRAMS, 2017-2019.
Drug Alcohol Depend. 2021 Nov 26;230:109197. PMID:
34861494
For 5399 pregnant women in North/South Dakota,
“Only 0.9% of women with zero ACEs reported
marijuana use during pregnancy, compared to
11.7% of women with four or more ACEs.”
Kalia V, Knauft K, Hayatbini N.
Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) associated with
reduced cognitive flexibility in both college and community
samples.
PLoS One. 2021 Dec 2;16(12):e0260822. PMID: 34855895
Cognitive flexibility, a brain executive function, is
the ability to adapt our behaviour and thinking in
response to the environment, such as finding
different ways to solve a problem. Cognitive
flexibility is associated with positive outcomes in
adulthood. From testing of 510 college students
and adults, those with higher number of ACEs were
more likely to report higher levels of perceived
chronic stress, and exhibited reduced cognitive
flexibility.
Mian O, Anderson LN, Belsky DW, et. al.
Associations of Adverse Childhood Experiences with Frailty
in Older Adults: A Cross-Sectional Analysis of Data from the
Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging.
Gerontology. 2021 Dec 7:1-10. PMID: 34875667
From a Canadian study of 27,748 adults aged 45-85
years, and after adjusting for income, education,
smoking, and alcohol consumption, individuals
exposed to ACEs had elevated levels of frailty in a
graded manner, especially for women, and
especially for those who experienced neglect.
Milbocker KA, Campbell TS, Collins N, et. al.
Glia-Driven Brain Circuit Refinement Is Altered by Early-Life
Adversity: Behavioral Outcomes.
Front Behav Neurosci. 2021 Dec 2;15:786234. PMID:
34924972
Detailed, technical article on how early life adversity
negatively impacts the growth, maturation, and
connectivity of brain cells, leading to mental health
and behavior problems.
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Adolescents
Graham LM, Kafka JM, AbiNader MA, et. al.
Intimate Partner Violence-Related Fatalities Among U.S.
Youth Aged 0-24 Years, 2014-2018.
Am J Prev Med. 2021 Dec 5:S0749-3797(21)00556-0. PMID:
34876319
“During the study period, IPV contributed
substantially to violent deaths among people aged
0−24 years in the U.S. IPV precipitated 6.5% of
deaths overall.” The rate of IPV-related deaths for
this age group is notably higher than the crude
death rate for drowning/submersion in a swimming
pool, pregnancy-related death, and diabetes.
“Among IPV-related deaths, there were near equal
proportions of IPV-related suicides and
homicides…Among IPV-related homicide victims,
35.8% were corollary victims, 56.8% were current or
former intimate partners of the suspected
perpetrator, and 7.41% had missing or unknown
data on relationship status.”
Ganson KT, O'Connor J, Benabou SE, Nagata JM.
Associations between interpersonal violence victimisation
and concussions among US college students.
Health Soc Care Community. 2022 Jan;30(1):175-183. PMID:
33825248
Of 1478 college students, in the past 12 months any
interpersonal violence victimization, emotional
abuse, physical abuse, and especially sexual assault
had higher odds of concussion history for both men
and women. Authors recommend that medical
professionals screen for concussion among college
students with interpersonal abuse histories.
Hinduja S, Patchin JW.
Digital Dating Abuse Among a National Sample of U.S.
Youth.
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):11088-11108.
PMID: 31910725
“Digital dating abuse [DDA] is a term used to
describe physical, sexual, or psychological/
emotional violence that occurs between romantic
partners through the use of texting, social media,
and related online mediums.” Of 2,218 American
middle and high school students (12-17 years old)
who had been in a romantic relationship the
previous year, about 28% had been the victim of
DDA. DDA was significantly associated with
depressive symptoms, cyberbullying, and
experiencing offline dating abuse.

Clements-Nolle K, Lensch T, Yang Y, et. al.
Attempted Suicide Among Adolescents in Military Families:
The Mediating Role of Adverse Childhood Experiences.
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):11743-11754.
PMID: 31976794
From a random sample of 5,336 students from 98
high schools, compared to their peers, students in
military families had higher exposure to ACEs (1
ACE: adjusted odds ratio aOR= 1.4, 2 ACEs: aOR =
2.07, and 3-6 ACEs: aOR = 2.57) and twice the odds
of attempting suicide in the past 12 months (aOR =
2.16). “Cumulative exposure to ACEs was mainly
responsible for the relationship between military
family involvement and attempted suicide.”
Donnelly KA, Rucker A, Boyle MD, et. al.
Experiencing Bullying Is Associated With Firearm Access,
Weapon Carriage, Depression, Marijuana Use, and Justice
Involvement in Adolescents.
Pediatr Emerg Care. 2022 Feb 1;38(2):e918-e923. PMID:
34116552
Of 369 adolescents seen in a pediatric ED, 40.5%
reported experiencing bullying. Bullied teenagers
had higher odds of a gun in the home (adjusted
odds ratio 3.0), weapon carriage (aOR 5.6),
witnessing an assault (aOR 3.0), negative experience
with law enforcement (aOR 4.5), mental health
diagnosis (aOR 3.9), and marijuana use (aOR 2.7).
Pierce H, Jones MS, Gibbs BG.
Early adverse childhood experiences and exclusionary
discipline in high school.
Soc Sci Res. 2022 Jan;101:102621. PMID: 34823667
Using data from a Fragile Families study, “We find
that a child with a cumulative ACE score is almost
four times more likely to have been suspended or
expelled [from high school] …and suggests the
importance of trauma-informed interventions in the
American education system.”
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Domestic Violence –
Effects on Children

Rebbe R, Lyons VH, Webster D, Putnam-Hornstein E.
Domestic Violence Alleged in California Child Maltreatment
Reports During the COVID-19 Pandemic.
J Fam Violence. 2021 Nov 30:1-8. PMID: 34866773
Using a California state database, “during the first
two quarters of 2020 there was a 14.3% drop in the
overall number of child protection reports. Despite
a decline in maltreatment reporting overall, there
was a 25% increase in the proportion of reports with
allegations of domestic violence.”

Domestic Violence –
Physical Health

Lynch KR, Logan TK. “Always Know Where the Gun Is":
Service Providers Perceptions of Firearm Access, Violence,
and Safety Planning During the COVID-19 Pandemic.
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Oct 11:8862605211046270. PMID:
34634953
From interviews with 93 rural and 78 non-rural US
IPV service providers for family and community
violence, since the start of the pandemic, nearly half
of participants reported that abusers threatening to
shoot victims or others became more frequent, 30%
that homicide involving firearms became more
frequent, and 40% indicated an increase in firearm
sales with higher sales in non-rural versus rural
areas. “The results stress the importance for safety
planning around firearms when victims are isolated
with an abuser at home and the potential impact of
abuser firearm access on public safety.”
MacDonald Z, Eagles D, Yadav K, Muldoon K, Sampsel K.
Surviving strangulation: evaluation of non-fatal
strangulation in patients presenting to a tertiary care sexual
assault and partner abuse care program.
CJEM. 2021 Nov;23(6):762-766. PMID: 34403120
Of 1791 patients presenting to a Canadian sexual
assault and partner abuse care program 2015-2018,
17% experienced non-fatal strangulation. For this
group, median age was 27 years and 97.6% were
female. CT of the head was obtained in 22.5% and
CT angiography of the head and neck (looking at
blood vessels) in 6.2%. 11 significant injuries were
identified – 2 cases of injury to neck blood vessels,
brain bleeds, skull fracture, and nose fractures.

Utilization of radiological studies was low, and
authors stress the need for increased awareness of
ED physicians to look for these types of injuries,
especially neck blood vessel injuries.

Domestic Violence –
Mental Health

Tarzia L, Tyler M.
Recognizing Connections Between Intimate Partner Sexual
Violence and Pornography.
Violence Against Women. 2021 Nov;27(14):2687-2708.
PMID: 33227222
Authors note “increasing pornography consumption
(including near universal consumption among
younger men), and the frequently aggressive and
violent content of mainstream pornography” in the
context of this study, in which female survivors of
intimate partner sexual violence reported coercion
to watch pornography and pornography being used
as a “manual” by an abusive male partner. Authors
call for “broader discussions about the ways in
which pornography and violence against women can
overlap and intersect.”

Eaton AA, Noori S, Bonomi A, Stephens DP, Gillum TL.

Nonconsensual Porn as a Form of Intimate Partner
Violence: Using the Power and Control Wheel to
Understand Nonconsensual Porn Perpetration in Intimate
Relationships.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 Dec;22(5):1140-1154. PMID:
32100637
“Over the last decade, nonconsensual porn (NCP),
or the sharing of sexually explicit material without a
person's consent, has become a growing problem
with potentially far-reaching adverse consequences
for victims…NCP has been perpetrated using all
eight of the abuse tactics in the Power and Control
Wheel, with the three most common being
emotional abuse, coercion and threats, and
denial/blame/minimization. Treating NCP in
relationships as a potential form of partner violence
provides a basis on which to understand the
etiology, manifestation, motives, and impact of this
form of abuse and informs practitioners' ability to
design prevention efforts and engage a traumainformed response to survivors.”
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Tarzia L.
Toward an Ecological Understanding of Intimate Partner
Sexual Violence.
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):11704-11727.
PMID: 31959046
Ecological model of intimate partner sexual abuse.

being less concerned about inflicting damage to the
therapeutic relationship (OR 3.97) were associated
with having spoken with older patients about being
subjected to abuse. Written guidelines about elder
abuse and a patient information sheet were the
most preferred facilitating measures.”

LGBTQ Concerns

Elder/Dependent Adult
Abuse

Durfee A, Goodmark L.
Gender, Protection Orders, and Intimate Partner Violence in
Later Life: A Study of Protective Order Filings in Arizona.
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Nov;36(21-22):10479-10498.
PMID: 31686596
From a review of 607 protection order filings in
Arizona in 2015, 70% of the older individuals
seeking protective orders were women. “Far fewer
older adults reported violence that met the legal
criteria for issuance of a protective order…
consistent with earlier research that older adults
report far more emotional than physical abuse.
Emotional abuse short of threats of violence is not
actionable under most state protective order
laws…verbal and mental abuse directed toward
older adults—who often have health problems,
limited mobility, and depend on others for their
care—may have greater impacts than for younger
adults…Very few of the protective orders issued in
our data set met the requirements for the removal
of firearms from the home…because firearms are
frequently used in homicides involving older
Americans experiencing IPV, this failure to remove
firearms is a reason for serious concern.”
Motamedi A, Ludvigsson M, Simmons J.
Factors associated with health care providers speaking with
older patients about being subjected to abuse.
J Elder Abuse Negl. 2022 Jan-Feb;34(1):20-37. PMID:
34895081
Of 154 Swedish hospital care workers, “A high sense
of professional responsibility (Odds ratio 3.23) and

Harden J, McAllister P, Spencer CM, Stith SM.
The Dark Side of the Rainbow: Queer Women's Experiences
of Intimate Partner Violence.
Trauma Violence Abuse.2022 Jan;23(1):301-313. PMID:
32723162
“The purpose of this study is to examine and raise
awareness of how IPV operates within female samegender relationships.” Themes included a lack of
framework to identify abuse; mistrust of law
enforcement; power dynamics related to
parenthood, race, and gender presentation; and
fears of contributing to prejudice.
Kattari SK, Bakko M, Langenderfer-Magruder L, Holloway BT.
Transgender and Nonbinary Experiences of Victimization in
Health care.
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):NP13054-NP13076.
PMID: 32046594
Using data from a US national transgender survey
“Many TNB [transgender and nonbinary] people
avoid medical visits for fear of mistreatment and,
when they do visit a provider, report negative
experiences (e.g., denial of services, misgendering,
verbal abuse). These negative experiences are
heightened for TNB individuals who have an
intersecting marginalized identity (e.g., low
socioeconomic status, disability).”

Race/Cultural Concerns
Rosenthal CM, Parker DM, Thompson LA.
Racial Disparities in Child Abuse Medicine.
JAMA Pediatr. 2022 Feb 1;176(2):119-120. PMID: 34661605
“Overrepresentation of children from minoritized
racial and ethnic groups in screening and reporting
of child abuse will result in a cascade effect, causing
continued overrepresentation at all later decision
points in the child welfare system. It is imperative
that health care professionals and mandatory
reporters make efforts to minimize bias and
disparity in making reports of abuse. This is no small
task.”
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Edwards F, Wakefield S, Healy K, Wildeman C.
Contact with Child Protective Services is pervasive but
unequally distributed by race and ethnicity in large US
counties.
Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2021 Jul 27;118(30):e2106272118.
PMID: 34282022
Using data for four levels of CPS contact from the 20
most populous counties in the US, “rates of CPS
investigation are extremely high in almost every
county…Risks of having a CPS investigation were
highest for Black children (43.2 to 72.0%). Black
children also experienced high rates of later-stage
CPS contact, with rates often above 20% for
confirmed maltreatment, 10% for foster care
placement, and 2% for termination of parental
rights. The only other children who experienced
such extreme rates of later-stage CPS interventions
were American Indian/Alaska Native children in
Middlesex, MA; Hispanic children in Bexar, TX; and
all children except Asian/Pacific Islander children in
Maricopa, AZ.”
Javed Z, Maqsood MH, Amin Z, Nasir K.
Race and Ethnicity and Cardiometabolic Risk Profile:
Disparities Across Income and Health Insurance in a
National Sample of US Adults.
J Public Health Manag Pract. 2022 Jan-Feb 01;28(Suppl
1):S91-S100. PMID: 34797266
From a very large US database, “Racial/ethnic
minorities experience poor cardiometabolic profile
[diabetes, hypertension, obesity, or high
cholesterol] at each level of income and insurance.
These findings point to the need for greater
investigation of unmeasured determinants of
minority cardiovascular (CV) health, including
structural racism and implicit bias in CV care.”
Jackson DS, Nguemeni Tiako MJ, Jordan A.
Disparities in Addiction Treatment: Learning from the Past
to Forge an Equitable Future.
Med Clin North Am. 2022 Jan;106(1):29-41. PMID: 34823733
Authors “examine the history of addiction
treatment disparities beginning with early
twentieth-century drug policies…There is a long
history of racialized drug policy in the United States
that has determined who is deemed “worthy” of
addiction treatment and which racial groups have
access to addiction treatment…Disparities in
addiction treatment continue to widen, despite the
development of novel therapeutics in the past 20
years…Addiction treatment should be aimed at
addressing care delivery in the context of the social,
economic, and political determinants of health.”

Human Trafficking
Franchino-Olsen H, Chesworth BR, Boyle C, et. al.
The Prevalence of Sex Trafficking of Children and
Adolescents in the United States: A Scoping Review.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2022 Jan;23(1):182-195. PMID:
32588741
“Little research has estimated the prevalence of
minor sex trafficking in the United States. The
existing studies examine different areas and
populations and use different categories to estimate
the problem…Future research is needed on this
important topic, including methodologies to
produce more representative estimates of this hardto-reach population.”
Greenbaum J.
Child Labor and Sex Trafficking.
Pediatr Rev. 2021 Dec 1;42(12):639-654. PMID: 34850175
“Given the critical importance of building patient
trust, empowering patients to share their concerns,
and engaging them in their own care and safety
planning, this article focuses on the practical aspects
of working with trafficked and exploited children. A
brief overview of human trafficking is followed by
an extensive discussion of rights-based, culturally
sensitive, trauma-informed strategies for interacting
with vulnerable patients.”

Sexual Assault
Herbenick D, Guerra-Reyes L, Patterson C, et. al.
"If Their Face Starts Turning Purple, You Are Probably Doing
Something Wrong": Young Men's Experiences with Choking
During Sex.
J Sex Marital Ther. 2021 Dec 7:1-18. PMID: 34873995
“Through interviews with 21 young adult men…Men
learned about choking during adolescence from
pornography, partners, friends, and mainstream
media. They engaged in choking to be kinky,
adventurous, and to please partners. While many
enjoyed or felt neutral about choking, others were
reluctant to choke or be choked. Safety and
verbal/non-verbal consent practices varied widely.”
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Miles LW, Knox E, Downing N, Valentine JL.
Ability to consent to a sexual assault medical forensic examination in adult patients with serious mental illness.
J Forensic Leg Med. 2022 Jan;85:102285. PMID: 34826782
Authors discuss concerns about the capacity of victims of sexual assault to consent to a forensic exam when they have
serious mental illness, or have received psychiatric medications or are under involuntary psychiatric detention.

Perpetrators

Police and Court Systems

Yakeley J.
Treatment for perpetrators of intimate partner violence:
What is the evidence?
J Clin Psychol. 2022 Jan;78(1):5-14. PMID: 34913162
This preview of a special issue discusses IPV
interventions. “Despite 40 years of research in the
field, incidence rates of IPV have not significantly
declined and treatment services for perpetrators of
IPV are scarce. Empirical research has been
hindered by ideological disputes, and the most
commonly used treatment approaches -- the
feminist-oriented Duluth approach and cognitivebehavioral treatments -- lack evidence for their
efficacy. This introduction reviews these ideological
controversies and the current state of empirical
evidence for the treatment of perpetrators of IPV;
and summarizes the five papers, each of which
presents a novel therapeutic intervention for this
heterogeneous population.”

Hayes BE, Kopp PM.
Factors Associated with Stalking Duration Among a
Nationally Representative Sample: Results from the 2010
National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey.
Violence Against Women. 2021 Nov 29:10778012211060863.
PMID: 34841990
From a large national survey, coercive control was a
significant predictor of stalking and also stalking
duration, as it was associated with higher odds the
stalking episode lasted over a year and increased
the number of episodes lasting <1 year. “Abusers
may engage in both stalking behaviors and
coercively controlling behaviors as a means to
maintain power and control…future research and
legislation should consider the broad range of
behaviors that encompass both IPV, particularly
coercive control, and stalking and how they
may overlap.”
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Providers
Robinson SR, Ravi K, Voth Schrag RJ.
A Systematic Review of Barriers to Formal Help Seeking for
Adult Survivors of IPV in the United States, 2005-2019.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 Dec;22(5):1279-1295. PMID:
32266870
From a research review of help-seeking barriers for
survivors of IPV, “Six barriers to help seeking were
identified as follows: (1) lack of awareness, (2)
access challenges, (3) consequences of disclosure,
(4) lack of material resources, (5) personal barriers,
and (6) system failures…these findings illuminate
the necessity to increase the access of services,
particularly for non-English speakers, immigrants
and refugees, individuals with disabilities, men, and
LGBTQIA identified individuals.”
Kimberg L, Vasquez JA, Sun J, et. al.
Fears of disclosure and misconceptions regarding domestic
violence reporting amongst patients in two US emergency
departments.
PLoS One. 2021 Dec 2;16(12):e0260467. PMID: 34855809
Of 667 patients approached for a survey at 2
California urban EDs with an 80% return, of the
27.5% of respondents who knew someone who
experienced DV in the past year, 46% stated that
the DV victim was afraid to seek ED care…The most
common fears reported as barriers to disclosure
were fear the doctor would report DV to police
(31%) and fear that the person perpetrating DV
would find out about the disclosure (30.3%).”
Gammage KL, van Ingen C, Angrish K.
Measuring the Effects of the Shape Your Life Project on the
Mental and Physical Health Outcomes of Survivors of
Gender-Based Violence.
Violence Against Women. 2021 Nov 30:10778012211038966.
PMID: 34846250
56 female survivors of gender-based violence who
participated in a 14-week trauma-informed, weekly
noncontact boxing program showed improved
physical and mental health, quality of life, mastery,
resilience, self-esteem, physical self-efficacy and
decreased social conflict at the end of the program.
Drexler KA, Quist-Nelson J, Weil AB.
Intimate Partner Violence and Trauma-Informed Care in
Pregnancy.
Am J Obstet Gynecol MFM. 2021 Dec 2:100542. PMID:
34864269
General review article. “Intimate partner violence is
associated with adverse perinatal outcomes,
including perinatal and maternal death…Pregnant

persons experiencing intimate partner violence
need nonjudgmental, compassionate, confidential
and trauma-informed care. The goal of this review is
to outline pregnancy-specific care considerations.”

Prevention
Jewkes R, Willan S, Heise L, et. al.
Elements of the Design and Implementation of
Interventions to Prevent Violence against Women and Girls
Associated with Success: Reflections from the What Works
to Prevent Violence against Women and Girls? Global
Programme.
Int J Environ Res Public Health. 2021 Nov 19;18(22):12129.
PMID: 34831885
From an analysis of effective programs globally to
prevent violence against women and girls (VAWG),
“Six features were identified as characteristics of all
successful interventions: a rigorously planned
intervention with a robust theory of change,
attuned to the local context; addressing multiple
drivers of VAWG; support for survivors; working
with women and men; implementing at optimal
intensity; and having sufficient, well-selected,
trained and supported staff and volunteers.”
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Researchers
Herrenkohl TI, Fedina L, Roberto KA, et. al.
Child Maltreatment, Youth Violence, Intimate Partner
Violence, and Elder Mistreatment: A Review and
Theoretical Analysis of Research on Violence Across the Life
Course.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2022 Jan;23(1):314-328. PMID:
32723166
“To eradicate violence in all its forms, considerably
more must be done to increase awareness of the
repetition of violence; to connect research to
actionable steps for prevention and intervention
across the life course; and to better integrate
systems that serve vulnerable children, youth, and
adults. Primary prevention is essential to breaking
the cycle of violence within families.”
Barrios VR, Khaw LBL, Bermea A, Hardesty JL.
Future Directions in Intimate Partner Violence Research: An
Intersectionality Framework for Analyzing Women's
Processes of Leaving Abusive Relationships.
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):NP12600-NP12625.
PMID: 31984832
“A need exists to apply an intersectional framework
to research that is inclusive of intersecting
influences to the experiences of IPV survivors.
Intersectionality allows practitioners and
researchers to view survivors as a unique
embodiment of diverse identities navigating
individual, familial, and social contexts that inform
their decision to maintain safety and potentially
leave an abusive relationship.”

J Health Care Poor Underserved. 2021;32(2):631-637. PMID:
34120964
“Trafficking is almost always an experience that
involves a violation of trust…This situation of
exploitation is then maintained through various
methods of power and control…Given this complex
interplay between betrayed trust and abused power
in trafficking, research with survivors must
therefore carefully consider how to build trust and
share power…this may ensure that survivors have a
meaningful—even an empowering—experience of
engagement in clinical practice (as receivers and
providers), research participation (as collaborators
and participants) and policy recommendations (as
allies and advocates). Authors include
recommendations.
Manning SE, Blinn AM, Selk SC, et. al.
The Massachusetts Racial Equity Data Road Map: Data as a
Tool Toward Ending Structural Racism.
J Public Health Manag Pract. 2022 Jan-Feb 01;28(Suppl
1):S58-S65. PMID: 34797262
“Key informants highlighted the need to consider
structural factors and historical and community
contexts when interpreting data…the team
identified potential solutions and prioritized
development and piloting of the MDPH [Mass. Dept.
Public Health] Racial Equity Data Road Map…The
Road Map is a resource to support programs to
authentically engage communities; frame data in
the broader contexts that impact health; and design
solutions that address root causes.”
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/racial-equitydata-road-map

Other of Interest

Mumey A, Sardana S, Akinsulure-Smith AM.
Sharing Power and Building Trust: Recommendations for
Conducting Research with Sex Trafficking Survivors.

Allen EM, Munala L, Henderson JR.
Kenyan Women Bearing the Cost of Climate Change.
Int J Environ Res Public Health. 2021 Dec 2;18(23):12697.
PMID: 34886422
“For 75% of Kenyans, agricultural activities are their
primary source of income.” Using serial data,
women were 22% more likely to experience IPV if
their spouse worked in agriculture, and there was a
60% increase in the odds of reporting IPV in
counties that experienced a severe weather event
as compared to counties that did not. “This analysis
further supports the growing body of research that
suggests a relationship between climate changerelated weather events and violence against
women.”
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Showalter K, McCloskey RJ.
A Qualitative Study of Intimate Partner Violence and
Employment Instability.
J Interpers Violence. 2021 Dec;36(23-24):NP12730-NP12755.
PMID: 32009499
From interviews with 19 IPV survivors, “This study
investigates challenges IPV survivors experience in
maintaining employment…When survivors are
unable to go to work or need to take unpaid time
off due to IPV experiences, they risk losing their only
source of independence from abusive partners.
Workplace policies that support survivors and keep
them from missing paid worktime or losing a job are
crucial for the longitudinal well-being of women and
their families.

Gryksa K, Neumann ID.
Consequences of pandemic-associated social restrictions:
Role of social support and the oxytocin system.
Psychoneuroendocrinology. 2021 Nov 20;135:105601. PMID:
34837776
"In this review, we aim to critically focus on possible
short- and long-term consequences of social
restrictions [due to the pandemic] on mental health
and the immune system, while discussing oxytocin
as a possible treatment option."

MacGregor JCD, Naeemzadah N, Oliver CL, et. al.
Women's Experiences of the Intersections of Work and
Intimate Partner Violence: A Review of Qualitative
Research.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2022 Jan;23(1):224-240. PMID:
32662354
While many articles emphasize the benefits of work
for women experiencing IPV, there are also
drawbacks, and need to be taken into account in
designing interventions and support.
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