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Child Abuse
Hoffman JS, Koocher GP.
Medical Child Abuse Hidden in Pediatric Settings: Detection
and Intervention.
J Clin Psychol Med Settings. 2020 Dec;27(4):753-765. PMID:
31602528
“Medical child abuse, sometimes referred to as
Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy or childhood
factitious disorder, poses significant diagnostic,
intervention, and ethical issues for medical and
mental health practitioners alike…This article
provides historical and clinical background on the
condition along with tabular guides and
recommendations to assist in detection and
intervention.”
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Theodorou CM, Nuño M, Yamashiro KJ, Brown EG.
Increased mortality in very young children with traumatic
brain injury due to abuse: A nationwide analysis of 10,965
patients.
J Pediatr Surg. 2021 Jun;56(6):1174-1179. PMID: 33752910
From a national database of children <2 years with
traumatic brain injury (TBI), 65.2% were due to
abuse. Overall mortality was 9.8%. Abused children
had longer length of stay (5.7 vs 1.6 days) than
children with TBI due to accidents such as motor
vehicle collisions. The adjusted odds of mortality
were 42% higher in children with abusive vs.
accidental head trauma.
Wright J, Painter S, Kodagali SS, et. al.
Disability and visual outcomes following suspected abusive
head trauma in children under 2 years.
Arch Dis Child. 2021 Jun;106(6):590-593. PMID: 32665266
Of 44 children mean age 16 weeks seen with
suspected abusive head trauma, 98% had a subdural
hemorrhage (bleed into the brain) and 93% had a
retinal hemorrhage (bleed into the back of the eye).
At discharge, 61% had moderate-to-severe
disability, while 34% had a good recovery. At followup, 35% of children had visual impairment, including
9% with no functional vision. 28% attended
mainstream school without support, 50% were in
foster care or had been adopted, 32% lived with
birth mother and 18% with extended family.
Metz JB, Otjen JP, Perez FA, e.t al.
Delays in care seeking for young children with accidental
skull fractures are common.
Acta Paediatr. 2021 Jun;110(6):1890-1894. PMID: 33176011
From a data review of children < 4 years seen at one
children’s hospital, “210 children had accidental
skull fractures. Delays of > 6 hrs were less likely
with major accidents (4.9%) than with minor
accidents (25.8%). Children came to care for scalp
swelling (39%), the injury event (36.2%), altered
consciousness (15.2%) and vomiting (10.5%).
Delayed onset of scalp swelling (78.6%) caused most
delayed care…Delayed care seeking is common for
minor, but not major accidental infant and toddler
skull fractures. Most followed delayed onset of signs
and symptoms. Delayed care seeking alone should
not imply child abuse.”
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Shur N, Summerlin ML, Robin NH, et. al.
Genetic consultations in cases of unexplained fractures and
haemorrhage: an evidence-based approach.
Curr Opin Pediatr. 2021 Feb 1;33(1):3-18. PMID: 33337606
“In this review, we discuss the differential diagnosis
for infantile fractures and subdural bleeds, highlight
cardinal signs and symptoms of genetic disorders,
and demonstrate that these genetic disorders can
be readily differentiated and diagnosed using a
stepwise approach. Genetic disorders rarely, if ever,
are truly mimics of child physical abuse.”
Kyler KE, Hall M, Halvorson EE, Davis AM.
Associations between Obesity and Adverse Childhood
Experiences in the United States.
Child Obes. 2021 Jul;17(5):342-348. PMID: 33877887
National data from almost 30 million US children
aged 10-17 years showed that 15% were obese.
Children with obesity were more likely to have any
ACEs and to have 4+ ACEs.
Grandgenett HM, Pittenger SL, Dworkin ER, Hansen DJ.
Telling a trusted adult: Factors associated with the
likelihood of disclosing child sexual abuse prior to and
during a forensic interview.
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Jun;116(Pt1):104193. PMID:
31561907
Of 1732 children presenting to a Child Advocacy
Center for a forensic interview for possible child
sexual abuse, youth were less likely to disclose
before a forensic interview if they witnessed
domestic violence. Caregivers were less likely to
believe the abuse allegation if the alleged
perpetrator resided in the home, and more likely to
believe if the youth made a prior disclosure. Youth
were more likely to disclose during the forensic
interview if they were older, if the alleged
perpetrator resided in their home, if they disclosed
prior, and if their caregiver believed the allegation.”

together; when boys do disclose, they tend to do so
for practical reasons, such as protection or accessing
services.”
Stolper E, van de Wiel M, Kooijman S, Feron F.
How child health care physicians struggle from gut feelings
to managing suspicions of child abuse.
Acta Paediatr. 2021 Jun;110(6):1847-1854. PMID: 33370460
Focus groups with Dutch child health care physicians
(CHCPs) revealed “A gut feeling acted as an early
alert to look for the triggering cue(s), by observing
more closely and asking relevant questions. CHCPs
struggled to distinguish whether the situation
involved child abuse or a lack of parenting skills, and
how to communicate their concerns with parents.
They tried to motivate parents to improve the
situation, avoiding the term child abuse and
considered involving the Child Abuse Counselling
and Reporting Centre (CACRC) a measure of last
resort only.”

Adult Manifestations
of Child Abuse

Soares AG, Howe LD, Heron J, et. al.
How does childhood maltreatment influence cardiovascular
disease? A sequential causal mediation analysis.
Int J Epidemiol. 2021 May 26:dyab085. PMID: 34041541
Using data from a large national databank of UK
adults aged 40-69 years, charts below show for men
and women both the direct effect of different types
of childhood abuse and the indirect effect of other
factors such as smoking on cardiovascular disease
risk. (CRP is a measure of inflammation.)

Manay N, Collin-Vézina D.
Recipients of children's and adolescents'disclosures of
childhood sexual abuse: A systematic review.
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Jun;116(Pt 1):104192. PMID:
31564382
From a research review, “children and youth follow
a gradual pattern of disclosure, whereby they first
disclose to peers before disclosing to a parent or
trusted adult, who can then help the child report to
a person of authority…older children and
adolescents are significantly more likely to turn to
peers, keeping the abuse largely hidden from
adults…girls are more likely to seek emotional
support by disclosing to peers, whereas boys are
significantly less likely to disclose the abuse all
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Almuneef M.
Long term consequences of child sexual abuse in Saudi
Arabia: A report from national study.
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Jun;116(Pt 1):103967. PMID:
30871806
In a national survey of 10,156 adults in Saudi Arabia,
20.8% reported childhood sexual abuse, which was
associated with increased odds of diabetes (1.7),
coronary heart disease (2.2), obesity (3.8),
depression (3.0), anxiety (2.6), other mental illness
(4.1), smoking (2.0), drinking alcohol (5.5), using
drugs (5.8), and suicidal thoughts (7.2).
Segal L, Armfield JM, Gnanamanickam ES, et. al.
Child Maltreatment and Mortality in Young Adults.
Pediatrics. 2021 Jan;147(1):e2020023416. PMID: 33318224
Of 331,254 Australian persons aged 16-33 years,
20% had contact with CPS as children. Persons with
CPS contact had more than twice the death rate
compared with persons with no CPS contact. For
those with a history of CPS contact who died as
adults, the incident rate from poisoning, alcohol
and/or other substances was 4.82, and from suicide
was 2.82. “Childhood maltreatment is a major
underlying cause of potentially avoidable deaths in
early adulthood.”
Lansford JE, Godwin J, McMahon RJ, et. al.
Early Physical Abuse and Adult Outcomes.
Pediatrics. 2021 Jan;147(1):e20200873. PMID: 33318226
Using data from two studies following
kindergarteners into adulthood, “Controlling for
potential confounds, relative to participants who
were not physically abused, adults who had been
physically abused were more likely to have received
special education services, repeated a grade, be
receiving government assistance, score in the
clinical range on externalizing or internalizing
disorders, have been convicted of a crime in the
past year, and reported poorer physical health.
Santo T Jr, Campbell G, Gisev N, et. al.
Prevalence of childhood maltreatment among people with
opioid use disorder: A systematic review and meta-analysis.
Drug Alcohol Depend. 2021 Feb 1;219:108459. PMID:
33401031
From a research review, among people with opioid
use disorder (OUD), prevalence estimates were 38%
for physical abuse, 43% for emotional abuse, 38%
for physical neglect, 42% for emotional neglect, 41%
for sexual abuse among women and 16% among
men. “People with OUD frequently report the
experience of childhood maltreatment, supporting
the need for trauma-informed interventions among
this population.”

Gannon M, Short V, LaNoue M, Abatemarco D.
Prevalence of Adverse Childhood Experiences of Parenting
Women in Drug Treatment for Opioid Use Disorder.
Community Ment Health J. 2021 Jul;57(5):872-879. PMID:
32556861
Of 152 parenting women enrolled in treatment for
opioid use disorder, mean total ACE score was 4.3,
65.0% reported 4+ ACEs, while only 5.0% reported 0
ACEs. “The burden of ACEs in parenting women in
treatment for OUD is significant. Understanding the
trauma parenting women in drug treatment have
experienced may support efforts to reduce stigma
of this population.”
Salokangas RKR, Schultze-Lutter F, Schmidt SJ, et. al.
Childhood physical abuse and emotional neglect are
specifically associated with adult mental disorders.
J Ment Health. 2020 Aug;29(4):376-384. PMID: 30675805
For 415 adults seen in both primary and psychiatric
care, of all of the childhood abuse and trauma
domains, physical abuse and emotional neglect had
the strongest association with adult psychiatric
disorders.

Adolescents
Hellstrand K, Rogers SC, DiVietro S, Clough M, Sturm J.
Prevalence of Cyberbullying in Patients Presenting to the
Pediatric Emergency Department.
Pediatr Emerg Care. 2021 Jun 1;37(6):e334-e338. PMID:
32970026
Of 149 adolescents seen in a pediatric emergency
department (PED), cyberbullying victimization was
significantly more common in mental health (MH)
than in the non-MH patients (17% vs 3%). More MH
patients reported that bullying led to the current
PED visit than that in the non-MH group (25% vs
10%), and led to self-harm (22% vs 4%).
Humphries KD, Li L, Smith GA, Bridge JA, Zhu M.
Suicide Attempts in Association With Traditional and
Electronic Bullying Among Heterosexual and Sexual
Minority U.S. High School Students.
J Adolesc Health. 2021 Jun;68(6):1211-1214. PMID:
33546984
From a national survey of high school students,
nearly 25% of students reported experiencing
bullying, and 5.9% of heterosexual and 25.7% of LGB
students attempted suicide. Students who
experienced either traditional or electronic bullying
had a higher risk of attempting suicide.
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Kaynak Ö, Whipple CR, Kliewer WL, Lepore SJ.
Peer Victimization Exposure and Subsequent Substance Use
in Early Adolescence: The Role of Sleep Problems.
J Youth Adolesc. 2021 Jun;50(6):1254-1267. PMID: 33638802
Of 986 multiethnic students at 3 US public middle
schools, peer victimization was associated with
sleep problems, which in turn was associated with
substance use. This effect was larger for females
than for males, and did not differ across school
socioeconomic levels. Authors suggest including per
victimization when considering factors relating to
sleep issues as well as substance use.
Prior K, Carvalheiro M, Lawler S, et. al.
Early trauma and associations with altruistic attitudes and
behaviours among young adults.
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 May 12;117:105091. PMID:
33991899
Of 511 Australian young adults aged 18-20 years,
experiencing one ACE and a greater number of ACEs
were negatively associated with thoughts about
altruism, experiencing physical neglect was
associated with negative feelings about altruism,
and being exposed to family DV was associated with
negative behaviors about altruism. “Future
research should continue…to better understand
whether the negative impact of trauma on these
altruistic tendencies are maintained (or reversed)
over the lifespan.”

Domestic Violence –
Effects on Children

Arai L, Shaw A, Feder G, et. al.
Hope, Agency, and the Lived Experience of Violence: A
Qualitative Systematic Review of Children's Perspectives on
Domestic Violence and Abuse.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 Jul;22(3):427-438. PMID:
31262231
This is an eye-opening review of children’s
recounted experiences with IPV. “Listening carefully
to children’s own accounts may be more effective
than an assumption that children are affected by
DVA in the same way. Children and young people
describe responding strategically to DVA; children
might have mixed feelings about this and may need
the opportunity to explore this with
professionals…In particular, children’s actions
during DVA, their resourcefulness in responding to
violence, and their capacity for meaning-making and
expressions of hope for the future are aspects of
their experience highly suited to investigation.”

Domestic Violence –
Physical Health

Meyer JE, Jammula V, Arnett PA.
Head Trauma in a Community-Based Sample of Victims of
Intimate Partner Violence: Prevalence, Mechanisms of
Injury and Symptom Presentation.
J Interpers Violence. 2021 May 15:8862605211016362.
PMID: 33993780
Of 47 female participants recruited from the general
community with a history of at least one
relationship that included physical violence, 89.4%
reported at least one impact to the head and 48.9%
at least one impact to the head that resulted in mild
traumatic brain injury. 47.8% experienced at least
one incident of having difficulty breathing due to a
violent act from their partner, and 29.8% reported
symptoms consistent with mild brain injury due to
lack of oxygen. The most common mechanisms of
injury were being hit with a closed fist and being
strangled. These high levels of head and brain injury
highlights the need for appropriate screening by
clinical and community providers.
Dawoud SA, Cohen AR, Renner LM, et. al.
Detection and Referral of Orbital and Ocular Injuries
Associated With Intimate Partner Violence.
JAMA Ophthalmol. 2021 May 27:e211546. PMID: 34042949
Of 216 adult female patients with eye injuries seen
pre-pandemic at a level 1 trauma center, 10.2%
sustained an IPV-related bony fracture around the
eye, and 2.3% IPV-related damage to or inside the
eyeball itself. After an educational initiave, there
was increased recognition of IPV-related eye injuries
and increased referrals to SW and law enforcement.

Domestic Violence –
Mental Health

Gerber KS, De Santis JP, Cianelli R.
Psychological Trauma in the Context of Intimate Partner
Violence: A Concept Analysis.
Issues Ment Health Nurs. 2021 May 7:1-33. PMID: 33960875
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Elder/Dependent Adult
Abuse

Fraga Dominguez S, Storey JE, Glorney E.
Help-Seeking Behavior in Victims of Elder Abuse: A
Systematic Review.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 Jul;22(3):466-480. PMID:
31291837
In this research review, “elder abuse victims face
multiple barriers when seeking help. Barriers
include fear of consequences for self and the
perpetrator, individual feelings and external
circumstances, knowledge about services, family
barriers, the characteristics of their social networks,
the perception of the abuse, and cultural,
generational, or religious barriers. Some elder
abuse victims only seek help when the abuse is
perceived as unbearable or they fear for their
safety. When elder abuse victims seek help, they do
so from a variety of formal and informal sources.”
Authors note that there is a significant lack of
research about help-seeking facilitators.
Morrison EH, Sorkin D, Mosqueda L, Ayutyanont N.
Abuse and neglect of people with multiple sclerosis: A
survey with the North American Research Committee on
Multiple Sclerosis (NARCOMS).
Mult Scler Relat Disord. 2020 Nov;46:102530. PMID:
33032058
From an online survey of 206 US adults with
advanced multiple sclerosis who had unpaid
caregivers due to disability, “54.9% of respondents
disclosed undergoing some form of mistreatment
since first requiring caregiving by a family member
or friend, including psychological abuse (44.2%),
financial abuse (25.2%), neglect (16.5%), physical
abuse (11.2%) or sexual abuse (8.3%). Many had
experienced multiple forms of mistreatment.
Mistreated respondents reported less social
support, more alcohol use, and higher levels of
fatigue and cognitive impairment. Caregivers with
mental illness were 13 times more likely to be
abusive or neglectful. Poor premorbid relationships
with caregivers nearly tripled mistreatment risk,
while any significant alcohol use history by people
with MS or caregivers doubled risk.”

injuries. It occurs because the elasticity and
resilience of the skin results in it moving rather than
sustaining injuries. Given the known increase in skin
and soft-tissue fragility in the elderly, the author
performed a review of autopsy reports that showed
that Casper’s sign can be present in elders who had
died of trauma such as car crashes. Thus in the
scenario of possible elder abuse, “the absence of
external injury in the elderly may be no reflection of
the force of the impact or the degree of resultant
skeletal and/or internal organ disruption.”

LGBTQ Concerns
Olsen EO, Vivolo-Kantor A, Kann L.
Physical and Sexual Teen Dating Violence Victimization and
Sexual Identity Among U.S. High School Students, 2015.
J Interpers Violence. 2020 Sep;35(17-18):3581-3600. PMID:
29294763
From a national survey of teens grades 9-12, LGB
teens were at increased risk for prevalence and
frequency of teen dating violence victimization
(TDVV) compared with their heterosexual peers,
while teens who stated they were not sure of their
sexual identity were at highest risk of TDVV.

Race/Cultural Concerns
Sonu S, Marvin D, Moore C.
The Intersection and Dynamics between COVID-19, Health
Disparities, and Adverse Childhood Experiences.
J Child Adolesc Trauma. 2021 May 15:1-10. PMID: 34025900
“ACEs do not affect all populations equally…The
current COVID-19 pandemic highlights this point
when observing both case rates and fatality rates of
the virus and has the potential to create a new
series of long-term health conditions that will
disproportionately affect marginalized
communities…adopting a trauma-informed
approach will help lead to system change, advance
equity, and create a setting of mutuality and
empowerment for our patients.”

Byard RW.
Casper's sign in the elderly.
Med Sci Law. 2021 May 21:258024211015096. PMID:
34018856
Casper's sign refers to the absence of external signs
of trauma despite severe and often lethal internal
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Williams DR, Etkins OS.
Racism and mental health.
World Psychiatry. 2021 Jun;20(2):194-195. PMID: 34002496
Authors review evidence for the effects of racism on
mental health, and call for “Comprehensive,
coordinated, strategic initiatives both within and
outside of psychiatry and medicine to better
understand, prevent and effectively intervene on
the effects of racism on mental health.”
Rai A, Choi YJ.
Domestic Violence Victimization among South Asian
Immigrant Men and Women in the United States.
J Interpers Violence. 2021 May 21:8862605211015262.
PMID: 34020564
“The South Asian culture disempowers individuals
experiencing domestic violence from recognizing
and reporting victimization…These issues have led
to inconsistent findings of domestic violence
prevalence rates.” From a survey of of 468 South
Asian immigrant men and women to the US across
50 states, “The most prevalent type of domestic
violence victimization was physical violence (48%),
followed by emotional (38%), economic (35%),
verbal (27%), immigration-related (26%), in-laws
related (19%), and ultimately sexual abuse (11%).
Prevalence rates were higher for women than for
men in each type of violence…education,
generational position, family type, and employment
were significant correlates of domestic violence
victimization.”

Sexual Assault
Anderson RE, Silver KE, Ciampaglia AM, et. al.
The Frequency of Sexual Perpetration in College Men: A
Systematic Review of Reported Prevalence Rates From 2000
to 2017.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 Jul;22(3):481-495. PMID:
31296122
This systematic review of research regarding sexual
perpetration by college men revealed an average
prevalence rate of 29.3% and average rate of rape
of 6.5%. However, at least 16 different sexual
perpetration questionnaires were identified and
modifying standardized questionnaires was
extremely common, which found even higher rates.
Fryszer LA, Hoffmann-Walbeck H, Etzold S, et. al.
Sexually assaulted women: Results of a retrospective
analysis of 850 women in Germany.
Eur J Obstet Gynecol Reprod Biol. 2020 Jul;250:117-123.
PMID: 32454301

Of 850 German women seen for sexual assault
evaluation at one hospital, median age was 26
years; penetration of an orifice occurred in 75%; the
suspect was unknown to 48.4%, 26% were friends or
acquaintances, 15.5% were partners or expartners;
more than 2/3 of the women had drunk alcohol
prior to the assault; 61.4% had extra-genital injuries
and 25.4% anogenital injuries; 42.1% of assaults
took place on the weekend; and 74.8% presented
for care within 24 hours.
Hassam T, Kelso E, Chowdary P, Yisma E, Mol BW, Han A.
Sexual assault as a risk factor for gynaecological morbidity.
Eur J Obstet Gynecol Reprod Biol. 2020 Dec;255:222-230.
PMID: 33157429
“Among Australian females, sexual assault affects 1
in 5 Australian women, and 1 in 10 girls.” In this
research review, a history of sexual abuse/assault
was significantly associated with overall gynecologic
symptoms, pelvic pain, pain with intercourse,
menstrual cramps, abnormal menstrual bleeding,
and urinary incontinence later in life.

Human Trafficking
Raker KA.
Human trafficking education: A guide for nurse educators.
J Prof Nurs. 2020 Nov-Dec;36(6):692-697. PMID: 33308573
“This manuscript provides suggestions for how to
deliver human trafficking education to
undergraduate nursing students, including optimal
courses and timing in which to integrate the topic, a
review of four key content areas of human
trafficking [definitions and problem scope, risk
factors and health implications, assessment, and
response], and creative teaching strategies to
consider for classroom use.”
Wallace C, Schein Y, Carabelli G, et. al.
A Survivor-Derived Approach to Addressing Trafficking in
the Pediatric ED.
Pediatrics. 2021 Jan;147(1):e20200772. PMID: 33334922
From interviews with 17 survivors of child
trafficking, “Trafficking survivors feel that the
pediatric ED can be a place where they can be asked
about trafficking, and that when done in private, it
is not harmful or retraumatizing. Fear is a major
barrier to disclosure in the pediatric ED setting, and
PEM providers can mitigate this by emphasizing
privacy and confidentiality and increasing agency by
providing choices. PEM providers should be direct,
sensitive, and nonjudgmental in their approach to
discussing trafficking.”
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Perpetrators

Police and Court Systems

Calcia MA, Bedi S, Howard LM, Lempp H, Oram S.
Healthcare experiences of perpetrators of domestic
violence and abuse: a systematic review and metasynthesis.
BMJ Open. 2021 May 19;11(5):e043183. PMID: 34011584
“Barriers to disclosure of DVA to healthcare staff
included perpetrators' negative emotions and
attitudes towards their abusive behaviours; fear of
consequences of disclosure; and lack of trust in
healthcare services' ability to address DVA.
Facilitators of disclosure of DVA and engagement
with healthcare services were experiencing social
consequences of abusive behaviours; feeling
listened to by healthcare professionals; and offers of
emotional and practical support for relationship
problems by healthcare staff…DVA perpetration is a
complex issue with multiple barriers to healthcare
engagement and disclosure. However, healthcare
services can create positive conditions for the
engagement of individuals who perpetrate abuse.”

Atkins DN, Durrance CP.
State Policies That Treat Prenatal Substance Use As Child
Abuse Or Neglect Fail To Achieve Their Intended Goals.
Health Aff (Millwood). 2020 May;39(5):756-763. PMID:
32364867
Using data from 2000-14, state-level policies that
treated prenatal substance use as child abuse or
neglect did not reduce newborn narcotic withdrawal
syndrome or maternal substance use around
delivery. These policies may have deterred women
from seeking substance use treatment during
pregnancy. Policy makers might reconsider the
efficacy of punitive policies and investigate
increasing access to treatment.

Voith LA, Anderson RE, Cahill SP.
Extending the ACEs Framework: Examining the Relations
Between Childhood Abuse and Later Victimization and
Perpetration With College Men.
J Interpers Violence. 2020 Sep;35(17-18):3487-3512. PMID:
29294760
Of 423 college men assessed via an anonymous web
survey, various forms of childhood abuse were
associated with both IPV/sexual assault
perpetration and victimization in the past year.

Providers
Raja S, Rabinowitz EP, Gray MJ.
Universal screening and trauma informed care: Current
concerns and future directions.
Fam Syst Health. 2021 May 13. PMID: 33983761
“We review several clinical and methodological
concerns associated with universal trauma
screening in adult health care settings including:
deciding which traumas to assess in which
populations, integrating recall with current
functioning to facilitate referrals, and guarding
against adverse patient reactions and insurance
discrimination. We outline potential implications for
program development and future research
including: adapting and refining screening tools,
integrating patient preferences and privacy
concerns into screening protocols, assessing
resource limitations, and integrating public health
advocacy into screening programs.”
De Marchis EH, McCaw B, Fleegler EW, et. al.
Screening for Interpersonal Violence: Missed Opportunities
and Potential Harms.
Am J Prev Med. 2021 May 19:S0749-3797(21)00172-0. PMID:
34023161
Using data from 1014 adult patients, and caregivers
of pediatric patients at 7 primary care clinics and 4
emergency departments, authors determined that
for the commonly-used IPV screening HITS scale
(Hurt, Insult, Threat, Scream), “scoring criteria did
not reliably identify participants experiencing or at
high risk for violence,” and suggest that the scoring
system be updated with stakeholder input and
additional validation studies.
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McGirr SA, Bomsta HD, Vandegrift C, et. al.
An Examination of Domestic Violence Advocates' Responses
to Reproductive Coercion.
J Interpers Violence. 2020 May;35(9-10):2082-2106. PMID:
29294705
“Reproductive coercion (RC) is defined as ‘male
partners' attempts to promote pregnancy in their
female partners through verbal pressure and threats
to become pregnant (pregnancy coercion), direct
interference with contraception (birth control
sabotage), and threats and coercion related to
pregnancy continuation or termination (control of
pregnancy outcomes).’” Despite the fact that RC can
have serious health impacts, has been reported by
many women experiencing IPV, and
disproportionately targets marginalized women, an
online national survey of 700 advocates showed
that few advocates reported regularly engaging in
RC-related practices.
Ullman SE.
Correlates of Social Reactions to Victims' Disclosures of
Sexual Assault and Intimate Partner Violence: A Systematic
Review.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 May 19:15248380211016013.
PMID: 34008446
This research review showed evidence of greater
negative social reactions for Black and Hispanic
victims, less educated, and bisexual victims. More
psychological symptoms, self-blame, avoidance
coping, less perceived control, and less
posttraumatic growth were related to more
negative social reactions. Disclosure characteristics,
telling informal sources, and telling more sources
were related to more positive reactions.
Rapsey C, Campbell A, Clearwater K, Patterson T.
Listening to the Therapeutic Needs of Male Survivors of
Childhood Sexual Abuse.
J Interpers Violence. 2020 May;35(9-10):2033-2054. PMID:
29294699
In this small study of men in treatment for
childhood sexual abuse, “improved quality of life
was noted through the two primary mechanisms of
relationship and changed thinking. Key changes in
thinking included developing an awareness that
they were not responsible for the abuse,
understanding the effects of abuse, and developing
an identity distinct from the experience of abuse.”

From interviews with 22 Swedish women, mean age
48 years, who had experienced childhood abuse,
“The process of resilience was experienced as an
ongoing endeavor to live, not only survive, an
internal process that interacted with external
processes…establishing and maintaining command
of life; employing personal resources; surrounding
oneself with valuable people; and reaching
acceptance.”
Miller EA, Hee PJ, Bonner BL, Cherry AS.
Training Psychologists in Integrated Primary Care and Child
Maltreatment: Trainee and Supervisor Perspectives on
Lessons Learned.
J Clin Psychol Med Settings. 2020 Sep;27(3):541-552. PMID:
31388847
Authors review strengths, challenges, and lessons
learned from creating a training program designed
to provide psychology trainees with specialized
training “with a goal of providing a skillset to work
within integrated primary care settings and the
expertise needed to further efforts to address and
prevent child maltreatment, as well as childhood
adversity more broadly, and to improve outcomes
for underserved populations.”
Bryce I, Pye D, Beccaria G, McIlveen P, Du Preez J.
A Systematic Literature Review of the Career Choice of
Helping Professionals Who Have Experienced Cumulative
Harm as a Result of Adverse Childhood Experiences.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 May 18:15248380211016016.
PMID: 34000930
This research review explored the associations of
cumulative harm and childhood trauma on career
decision-making in people in the helping
professions.

Gunnarsdóttir H, Löve J, Hensing G, Källström Å.
To Live, Not Only Survive-An Ongoing Endeavor: Resilience
of Adult Swedish Women Abused as Children.
Front Public Health. 2021 Feb 25;9:599921. PMID: 33732675
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Prevention
Beatson R, Molloy C, Perini N, Harrop C, Goldfeld S.
Systematic review: An exploration of core componentry
characterizing effective sustained nurse home visiting
programs.
J Adv Nurs. 2021 Jun;77(6):2581-2594. PMID: 33481301
An analysis of successful nurse home visiting
programs revealed “seven common core
components: antenatal commencement, support to
child age 2 years, at least 19 scheduled visits and
experienced or highly qualified nurses with
program-specific training, caseloads of
approximately 25 families, regular supervision, and
multidisciplinary supports.”
Hornor G, Quinones SG, Boudreaux D, et. al.
Building a Safe and Healthy America: Eliminating Corporal
Punishment via Positive Parenting.
J Pediatr Health Care. 2020 Mar-Apr;34(2):136-144. PMID:
31836354
“This article will summarize the research on the
dangers of corporal punishment and the
corresponding benefits of positive parenting. It
defines positive parenting and offers resources
pediatric health care providers can use to educate
both themselves and caregivers about specific
discipline techniques appropriate to each
developmental stage.”

Graham LM, Embry V, Young BR, et. al.
Evaluations of Prevention Programs for Sexual, Dating, and
Intimate Partner Violence for Boys and Men: A Systematic
Review.
Trauma Violence Abuse. 2021 Jul;22(3):439-465. PMID:
31262233
From a rigorous review of sexual, dating, and IPV
violence prevention programs for boys and men,
authors note critical research quality gaps. They
suggest interested parties review RealConsent,
Coaching Boys into Men, The Men’s Program, and
The Men’s Project. Authors state that there is a
need for a mix of effective prevention programs to
meet diverse audiences, and that more research in
this area is urgently needed as a public health issue.
Benzies KM, Gasperowicz M, Afzal A, Loewen M.
Welcome to Parenthood is associated with reduction of
postnatal depressive symptoms during the transition from
pregnancy to 6 months postpartum in a community sample:
a longitudinal evaluation.
Arch Womens Ment Health. 2021 Jun;24(3):493-501. PMID:
33106944
“Welcome to Parenthood” is a Canadian program
that includes parenting class; 20 one-on-one
mentoring visits during pregnancy and through six
months; and a Baby Kit that includes parenting and
infant books, essential layette and minor equipment
such as a thermometer, and a baby mattress/box.
Results of a study of 454 first-time mothers
compared to usual care showed a very significant
decrease in depressive symptoms and significantly
better infant development. Women with higher
ACEs had the greatest decrease in depressive
symptoms.
Kong J, Lee H, Slack KS, Lee E.
The moderating role of three-generation households in the
intergenerational transmission of violence.
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 May 19;117:105117. PMID:
34022490
From an analysis of a Wisconsin Families Study with
727 low-income parents of young children, “parents
who reported a history of childhood abuse, neglect,
and witnessing domestic violence showed more
frequent use of psychological aggression, physical
aggression, and neglectful behavior against their
children. Living in a three-generation household
played a protective role…where parents of young
children can meet their needs by sharing family
resources or easing the burden of childcare. Further
research is needed to identify and specify factors
and contexts associated with the beneficial effects
of multi-generational living arrangements.”
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Hartanto A, Yong JC, Lee STH, Ng WQ, Tong EMW.
Putting adversity in perspective: purpose in life moderates
the link between childhood emotional abuse and neglect
and adulthood depressive symptoms.
J Ment Health. 2020 Aug;29(4):473-482. PMID: 31983245
Using data from 2 US national surveys, authors
showed that purpose in life was a buffer against
depressive symptoms characteristic of childhood
emotional abuse and neglect (CEAN). “The current
study highlights the importance of purpose in life in
building resilience, coping against adverse life
events, and psychological well-being.”

Researchers

standards for measuring this sensitive issue as well
as the limited availability of baseline data.”
Katz C, Priolo Filho SR, Korbin J, et. al.
Child maltreatment in the time of the COVID-19 pandemic:
A proposed global framework on research, policy and
practice.
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Jun;116(Pt 2):104824. PMID:
33353782
“The current paper points to risk and protective
factors that need further exploration…Discussion of
risk and protective factors is significantly influenced
by the societal context of various countries, which
emphasizes the importance of international
collaboration in protecting children, especially in the
time of a worldwide pandemic.”

Afifi TO, Salmon S, Garcés I, et. al.
Confirmatory factor analysis of adverse childhood
experiences (ACEs) among a community-based sample of
parents and adolescents.
BMC Pediatr. 2020 Apr 21;20(1):178. PMID: 32316954
Authors believe there is evidence for a
reconceptualization of ACEs from 10 to 16, into 2
general categories.

Other of Interest
Cappa C, Jijon I.
COVID-19 and violence against children: A review of early
studies.
Child Abuse Negl. 2021 Apr 14:105053. PMID: 33965215
From a research review of the data/papers that
have been generated during the pandemic on child
maltreatment, “With respect to children's
experience of violence, the review led to four main
findings: 1) Studies found a decrease in police
reports and referrals to child protective services, 2)
mixed results were found with respect to the
number of calls to police or domestic violence
helplines, 3) articles showed an increase in child
abuse-related injuries treated in hospitals, and 4)
surveys reported an increase in family violence…This
review underscores the persistent challenges
affecting the availability and quality of data on
violence against children, including the absence of

Faust JS, Du C, Mayes KD, et. al.
Mortality From Drug Overdoses, Homicides, Unintentional
Injuries, Motor Vehicle Crashes, and Suicides During the
Pandemic, March-August 2020.
JAMA. 2021 May 21:e218012. PMID: 34019096
Below are US mortality graphs showing increased
deaths from drug overdose and homicide during the
first five months of the pandemic.
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